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identified by applicant, patent application publication number, and publication date. 
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International application or before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits 
whichever event occurs last. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). 

-Ato certification or fee la Am when the filing Is made within the above time period. It is advisable to 
ensure that no Office action haa been mailed If the disclosure statement la delayed until after three 
montha from filing. 9 

"An information (Msdosure statement wHI be considered to have been filed on the day it was received 
* 0f ^L £ VH" * * n*** H accompanied by a properly executed certificate of 
mating under 37 C.F.R. 1.3, or Express MaU certificate under 37 C.F.R. r.70. An Office action is mailed 
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§ 609, M.P.EP., 6th Edition. ' * 099 aso 
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NOTE' 'An action on the merits means an action which treats tf» pstentebitty of the claims In an appScstlon, 
as opposed to only formal or procedural requirements. An action on tha merita would, for exsmprs, 
contain a refection or Indication of aOowabUty of a claim or dalma rathar than lust a restriction 
requirements (37 C.F.R. 1.143) or just a requirement for additions! fees to hava a dstm considered (37 
Cf.R 1.16(0% Thus, If an appacation wee Mod on Jan. I and th* first Offhai action on th» merits was 
not mailed until six months latar on July 1, tha examiner would bo required to considmr any proper 
Information disclosure statement aed prior to July 1.' Notice of April 20. 1992 (113$ O.Q. 37-41. 38). 

WARNING "A petition for suspension of acton to allow applicant time to submit an information disclosure 
statement wtl be denied as faring to present good and sufficient reasons, since 37 C.F.H | 1.97 
proviose adequate receives for the tirnolyn 

Notice of July 0. 19920141 OA 63% But see § 103(b) snd (c), limited suspension of action in 
a continued prosecution sppHcstion (CPA) filed under $ 1.53(d) and In a request for continued 
examination (PCS) under $ 1.114. 
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